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| Tun following pages merely | contain 


thoſe arguments which have occurred 


to the Author's mind, upon the ſub- 
ject, during a ſhort abſence from his 


profeſſional duties; and are publiſhed 185 


without any attempt or wiſh, on his 
part, to make uſe of the embelliſh- 
ments or ornaments of language which 
are often attendant upon publications of 


this deſcription. His wiſh is brevity, 


and he is not ſure that, from having 


| purſued that method which is moſt 


likely to accompliſh ſuch wiſh, the 
publication will be the leſs . 
to his readers. 1 
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| 1. CANNOT help. chinking it 4 matter 06 | 
great ſurprize, that the * af te | 
Union. ſhould attempt to argue its rejection 
upon the principle of a deficiency i in hs 
VO os — e lis n. 35 


I appears to. me aftoniſhing, that. thoſe 
perſons who have hitherto been in the 
_ habits of exerting their oratorical powers 
in panegeriſing the Conſtitution of this 
Country, a. who have attempted to found £ 
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their general 8 to the meaſures of 
the preſent Adminiſtration upon conſtitu- 


tional arguments, ſhould upon this queſtion 
adduce thoſe which, if allowed, would go 
to the ſubverſi ion of chat Conſtitution they 5 
ſo much affect to admire, and which 1 
not only their intereſt but their duty to ſup- 


port. Can ſuch men be conſcious, that at 


the time they are ſupporting an oppoſition 
to the propoſed meaſure of a Legiſlative | 
nion between Great Britain and Ireland 
8 upon ſuch grounds, that 1 in the very prin- 


ciples of that oppoſition are contained the 7 
ſeeds of that baneful fyſtem of anarchy 5 


which has already overrun a great part of : 


Europe, | and which they have agreed 1 in pro- : 


| nouncing the moſt deſtructive mania that 5 


ever aſſailed the liberties of mankind ? — 
Ate they aware, that in ſuch a ſupport they 
are furthering the views of the enemies of 


both Countries ?—that they are aſſiſting the 


ſchemes of thoſe who wiſh to divide them! 2 
I 3 


"Fe s 1 . 
B that they betta” parties in abettin 
that ſyſtem which organized the rebellion in 
Ireland as a laſt grand effort towards the 
ſubverſion of the liberties of Europe ? but 


which, I truſt; will never be ſucceſsful ; for 


I feel confident that the good ſenſe of. both: 


. Countries will interfere, to counteract ſuch | 
machinations,” with 'as much effect as their 


united valour has already produced in tri- 


umphing over the omg . of their 15 


5 mutual enemies. 
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In the Flowing very ſhort © view of the | 
ſubject, I ſhall endeavour to prove, that the 
Parliament of Ireland has, conſtitutionally, 

the right of acceding to the propoſed Union; 


AA 


and I muſt beg it to be underſtood that Fam ; 


| not entering into a diſcufion of the merits 
of the principles on which the Conſtitution | 
is founded, but that I am only attempting, | 


by arguments derived from that Conſtitution 


as it now ſtands, to prove that the Parlia- 
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| veſted 1 in it. 
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"af: Parliament has not the right of de- 


ciding upon all queſtions whatever, where 
does that right of decifion ftop?—and who 


are to be the judges: of what queſtions it has 
a right to. decide upon? If I am anſwered 


that. the People poſſeſs that right, I muſt | 


inquire how their opinions can be collected, 


and what conſtitutional method can be 
adopted to obtain their determination on 


the ſubject. Or, if it is aſſerted that tlie 


People have a right to demand a new elec- 


ion upon any queſtion, that they may ex- 


preſs their opinions by their repreſentatives, 85 


IG muſt confeſs that I cannot conceive ſuch. a 
| doctrine to be conſtitutional, as it is im- 


poſſible to teconcile it with the power of 


diſſolution. veſted in the: Crown by the Con- 


ſtitution. How. can. it then be maintained, 


T. 7 2 5 
chat the People have any riglit of inter- 
ference, but through the medium of :the 


| 5 Houſe of Commons, as it is at the time 
Shall T be told that the collected populace 


of the Country have the right of determin- 
of Parliament ? or, that they have the right 
of preſcribing the periods proper for them- 
ORs to be conſulted by the Legiſlature of 
the Kingdom? For this is. evident, that, if 
. 
right of limitation muſt be placed ſome- 
where; and, wherever it is placed, a. right, 
paramount to that of Parliament, is alſo 
placed with it. Therefore, if you place it 
in the People, you make the People para- 
mount to Parliament. and your en 
ment becomes a * 


When a Member 18 elected to fit in Par- 
Hament, his conftituents confer. upon lum, 
not only che Guardianſhip of their Rights, 
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he obtains his ſeat. in Parliament in conſe- 
Auence of their election, yet the moment N 
ſuch election has taken place, he has the 
power of exerciſing his judgement without 
control, and without being amenable to any 
done whatever in that exerciſe The right of 
Election is given to the People, that they 
may chuſe ſuch perſons as they may deem 
ſufficiently worthy of confidence, to have . 
, ſuch a truſt ; repoſed in them, and not for 
the purpoſe of electing one, who is only to 
be their mouth- piece. and whom they have 
the power of bringing to an account for 
his conduct. For, were Elections intended 
F for this purpoſe, a power would alſo! -have 
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0 but an unlimited confidence and indepen 


dent authority. For though it is true that 


been attached to the Conſtituents, to de- 


Prive at their pleaſure the perſon elected of 
dis truſt, and to appoint another, who 


would be more likely to act as they ſhould 


|  diftate ; of what 1 uk would. it be to * 


c 9 1 

N Have the tight of decking thai 
diſpleaſed with the conduct of their 1 5 

| ſentative, if they could not remove him; 


5 5 and if be remains in the Houſe of Commons 


to give his opinion, although it be perfectly 5 
| Inimical- to their ſentiments, until the Tue 75 
” Riga” either 1 or is diſſolved. N * ; 


The W of Petitioring i is eertibiy veſted : 
in the People by the Conſtitution, and con- | 
22 firmed by the Bill of Rights; but that does 
not prove that their repreſentatives are not 
perfectiy independent of them. But, on the ; 

5 contrary, though they have the right of lay- 
ing either their wants or grievances before 
| their repreſentatives, yet that thoſe repre- 
ſentatives have the power of determining 
upon them by rcqection, and ſuch determi- 
nation is final; nay more, the Houſe may _ 
ceren refuſe to take ſuch petition into conſi- 
; deration. — Now, if the Conſtitution had | 
conſidered the reproſentatives in any N 

| © 


0 c 5 


1 0 ] 
dependent upon their Conſtituents, it would 
have given the right of Remonſtrance and 
Dictation to the ALEC: e 


As 5 act 4 ie would be invalid 
merely becauſe it was paſſed in direct oppo- 
ſition to the opinions and directions of the 
Conſtituents of the Houſe of Commons, but 


as, on the contrary, if it paſſed through the 


forms preſeribed by the Conſtitution, and 
received the ſanction of a majority in both 
Houſes of Parliament, and that of the Crown, 
ſuch act oi Parliament would be binding on 
thoſe Conſtituents themſelves; ſo it is evident 


that the Conſtitution, by furniſhing no re- 


medy for ſuch an event, tacitly implies that 


independence of the Repreſentatives, which . 


Jam endeavouring to prove, does exiſt.— 


An independence which cannot help think 


ing beneficial to the Conſtituents themſelves, 
for it certainly tends to enhance the value of 
the truſt which is to be repoſed in thoſe 


— +» 


FS t . 
elected, ind the value of that truſt will cer- 


tainly act upon the minds of thoſe who 
have the power of conferring it, in a certain 


degree, to urge them to elect perſons who, | 


feeling an intereſt in the proper execution 


of that truſt, will be the leaſt likely to be- 


tray it —I am aware, that it is the duty of 
a Member of Parliament to ſtudy the local 


intereſts of his Conſtituents when they do 
not interfere with the general welfare; but 
as any Member has alſo the right of pro- 
poſing any meaſure, which may only re- 
late to the intereſts of the Conftituents of 
another Member, ſo it follows that ſuch 


* . 
* 
— 


| duty is in fact general, and only conſidered 


particular from the ſuppoſition of better in- 
nd therefore it 
the independence of 


formation on the ſubject; 
is no argument agai 
the he eee 


— 


| | — 


The very exiſtence of the CoinflietGon of 


' theſs Countries is, as I have before ſtated, 
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materially. 1 f in the diſrofion of this 


queſtion ; for the Bill of Rights, that ſecond 
Grand Charter of the Conſtitutional Liberties 5 


. che Subject, muſt be infringed, and its 


intentions ſubverted, by thoſe who maintain 


| that the Iriſh Parliament i is not competent . 
to accede to the e propoſed | Haigh: 


If two branches of the Legiſlature have the 


power of determining in a caſe, of a deſerip- | 
tion ſo delicate as that of eſtabliſhing the 
Right of the other Branch to, exerciſe the 


functions which, by the Conſtitution of theſe 


Realms, are attached to it, I ſhould conceiye 


it nearly impoſſible e, with any ſhew of reaſon, 


to diſpute the power of the Three. Eſtates, 


acting in, uniſon; to make ſuch alteration, 
in the repreſentation as. they may deem pro-, 


| per. —ls it not evident, that. tm, branghes, © 


of the Legiſlature conceived themſelves com- 


petent to ſuch a taſk, by the tender, af the : 
Comm to. King. PP and 9 Mary . 


5 13 * 
And that, in that very tender, chop allmsd 
a power which is more extenſive than it is 
neceſſary the Three Eſtates ſhould poſſeſs, 
to be competent to accept or decree the 
- Union between Great Britain and Ireland. 


Jam aware that I may, in reply to this 


ſtatement, be told, that that was an inſtance 
of an extraordinary deſcription ; ; and Lam 
alſo conſcious that it may be argued, that 
a Parliament was then elected for the ex- 
_ preſs. purpoſe of furniſhing a remedy, —- , 
i not: the preſent ſtate of Ireland, marked 


as. it is to be goaded by the paracidical 5 


and deſtructiye inſtruments, which the va- 
rious contending intereſts of Proteſtants, 

Catholics, Rebels, Republicans, and Inva-. 
ders. furniſh; groaning as it is under the 

concomitant evils of poverty and diſcon- 
tent; and weltering in the blood of re- | 
bellion; I; aſk; is. not a Country in ſuch 
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a ſtate, placed in a ſituation that calls for 


— 


extraordinary remedics, if any 8 8 ? 


Although, in the caſe of the Third Eſtate 


being wanting, it was deemed neceſſary to 
have a Parliament elected for the expreſs 


| purpoſe of deciding upon the remedy, yet, 
that by no means proves, that, when the 


Parliament is conſtitutionally complete, ſuch 
a neceſſity could in any caſe exiſt. Can it 
be inferred, from what was conſidered as re- 
- quiſite at a time when there was no conſti- 
tutional authority whatever (for the two 
Houſes. have none without the Royal fanc- 
tion) ; ; can it, I repeat, be inferred, from the 
particular mode which it was deemed neceſ- 
ſary to purſue at the time when” the conſti- 


tutional powers were in a ſtate of mutila- 


tion, that the neceflity of an adoption of a 
| ſimilar mode can exift when thoſe powers. 
are complete? And is it not evident that, 


\ 


1 . 3 


even adtmidſt the feovour of polriotifin vhick 


influenced the leading characters of that 
time, they had conſtitutional cireumſpec- 
tion to a ſufficient degree not to admit the 
principle of the right of the conſtituents to 
a re- election, for the purpoſe of conſidering 
the merits of any queſtion which Parliament 
in its wiſdom might deem it proper to deli- 
berate upon? For, would it not have oc- 
curred to thoſe who were empowered to act 
as they did, by that ſole apparent right, that 
ſuch right, if it had any conſtitutional 


foundation, ought to have been inſerted in 


their Declaration of the Rights of the Peo- 
ple? which Declaration has ever ſince been 
cConſidered as one of the greateſt ſupports of | 
| their (the People J liberties, | 


3 certain ſpecies of mnt has been 

| hinted at, that the ſeparation of the power 
of the Parliament of Ireland from the right 
of exerciſing it, will go far in proving its 
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| want of competency to arcede! to the pro- | 

_ poſed Union. Such an argument cannot cer- 

_ tainlybe conſtitutionally maintained; for it, 
| at leaſt, goes to prove that the Conſtitution 
is ſo faulty that it does not ſupply remedies 
for particular exigences, which I cannot ſup- | 


poſe it is the intention of the aſſertors of this 


opinion to attempt eſtabliſhing. Nor do I | 
think they will avow it; for, if they did, it 


would lead them into the dilemma of being 
obliged to contend for a revolution. If thge 
Conſtitution of theſe Countries has placed 
a power where there is no right for it to be 
exerciſed, it has, to ſay the leaſt, foſtered the 


viper of its own deſtruction. I ſhall, there- 
fore, take no farther notice of this argument, 


as it is not conſtitutionally to be ſupported, . 


and as it would oblige me to deviate from 


that line T have obferved in theſe Conſidera- 


; tions, were It to enter into a a farther refuta- 
tion of it. | | 


5 7 5 

bag Wi "there" 1 hd b raining. the 
boundaries of” the power '6f Parliament, ; 
0 here is no control. over it, 0 to the 
due which the deliberative parts © of it = 
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orrn eſtabliſhing, which itſelf may reſcind, 
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5 then to what is Parliament not conſti- 1 


| tutionally competent? Thoſe who a argue the | 


| want of competency | in the Triſh Par lia- 


ment to accede to what 18 at moſt no ; 


more than a removal of the ar of the : 


Legiſlature, and 4 Parliamentary Reform, : 


cannot maintain its power to enact what F 


18 general ly, termed the Catholic Emanci- I 


| pation ; the Bill of Rights having | en- > 
Joined a declaration from the Sovereign, © 


at his coronation, which maſt be ſuper- - 
ſeded before that could take place. Surely | 
then if the Parliament has ſuch power of 
: e veſted 3 in it, it allo poſſeſſes a a 
D * 
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| ficient power for the other purpoſe, and 
| has that competency for which I am Ar- 


guing. With what ſhew of reaſon then | 
can it be contended, that though Parlia- 
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ment does poſſeſs a power to ſuperſede 
what was enacted by that very charter 
which confirmed its own rights, that it 
does not poſſeſs power ſufficient to aſſent 


to the Union ? Is not ſuch an argument 
the maintenance of a paradox ? 


I have, in a "Og part of theſe Con- 
ſiderations, inſtanced the proceedings of the 
two Houſes upon the abdication of King 
James the Second, in order to draw an in- 
ference, that if the two Houſes conſidered 
themſelves competent to what they then did, : 

that the Conſtitution, i in its complete ſtate, 
muſt certainly poſſeſs the ſame or greater 
competency. And, as a farther proof of it, 

we find, that on the reſtoration of Kin g 1 
Charles the 8 Second, that the then Parliament Y 


i 


E 


| confirmed! its own authority, and its powers, 


= although i it had not been conſtitutionally” aſ- 
. ſembled. And this alſo goes to a farther | 


proof, if any appears to be neceſſary, of the 
independence of the repreſentative, as to his eh, 
conſtituents; otherwiſe would it not have 75 
occurred to that Parliament, that it was 
| neceflary that ſuch conſtituents. ſhould be 
conſulted, in order that they might return 
repreſentatives, who were conſtitutionally ; 
competent to enact thoſe laws, which they 
afterwards did. In fine, if it is aſſerted! 
that the Three Eſtates are not competent 
to accede to the propoſed Union, fuch af- 
ſertion goes to annul thoſe proceedings, 
which in their conſequences have been the 
foundation and preſervation of our liberties ; 
as it denies the power of Parliament Bo | 
. make ny final rang whatever.” —9 9 5 


The Vnion of Scotland ar 424 | England, as 
to mn, might certainly be referred to 


8 1 
upon a this. pecafion. — thoſe who deny the 
; power of the preſent Parliament of Ireland 
to accede tothe Union, aſſert, by implication, 

| that the Union with Scotland Was. unconſti- 
tutional, and in conſequence, that every act 
paſſed by the Britiſh, Parliament, ſince the 
time of its taking place, muſt be null and 
; invalid, AS, the forty-five | Members. of. the 
Houſe of Commons from that Country, and 
the ſixteen Peers, have had a fhare in the 
paſſing of thoſe acts which they were not 
| conſtitutionally . intitled to. J muſt then 

confeis I do not ſee how the ar gument, aſſert⸗ g 

ing that the Parliament is incompetent, can. 
be ſupported. There can be no neceſſity for 
à recurrence to the opinion, of the People, as 
the independence of their repreſentati 
Which I have in a former part of theſe Son- 
ſiderations diſcuſſed, renders them, conſtity- 
tionally competent without it. In what 
then does this want of competency conſiſt 3 
Surely mot in a deficiency of precedent. to 


? 1 
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ves, 5 


| N 21¹ 1 5 In | 
© exerciſe the. power, ; veſted in chem; 1. bor 
ve ſee that the exerciſe af a ORC» infinitely 
greater on a ne part of Parliament, has been Y 
he means of, ng gur liberties; there- 
. fore to deny, that duch power does 1exiſt, 
or to aſſert that there is no right to eee, _ 

it, 18 to argue, that thoſe very ſecurities of 7 
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1 5 ry A e of n my in- 


1 tentions, and a perxerſion of my arguments, 


ſhould, it 38 ſuppoſed, from what I have ad- By 
in ſupport of the independence. of 
the ps as to their conſtituents, 


7 that I alſo meant to advance arguments in OF 


5 ſupport of principles. that deny the People 1 
rhat proper prop Tr ion u of influence in the 5 


adminiſtration of the. government. of the = 


Country, which they derive from our ad- 
mirable Conſtitution. 'I have, in the courſe 

of theſe Conſi erations, ſtud iouſly avoided} 
What t might be conſtrued into a notice of, 


| or reply to, thoſe arguments that Bait thidir 


Ge ³˙ ü ⅛ w 
= [1 ” ” * 


: fitution as faulty, My only aim being to 


| accede to the Union. 8 


| uſed would admit of conſiderable dilatation, 


points of view. The former I have pur- 


. it t will de more e uſeful chan I had Oy reaſon t 
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foundation in the conſideration of tliat Con- 


prove, that, as the Conſtitution now ſtands, 
the Parliament of Ireland 1 18 pee to 5 


Ts am IS that the arguments I have 


and am ſatisfied that, in abler hands, they 
might be placed in many more convincing 


poſely avoided, but ſhould the publication 
of theſe Conſiderations occaſion the latter, 
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